Book reviews
Progress in Clinical Obstetrics and Gynacology by T L T Lewis MB Bchir(camb) FRCS(Eng) FRCOG 2nd ed pp viii+753 illustrated 80s London: J& A Churchill 1964 Those who read the first edition of this book will recognize the pattern in this. Thirty-three selected subjects of topical interest in both obstetrics and gynmcology are reviewed. An exhaustive and meticulous survey of the recent literature on each subject is first presented and then some conclusions are drawn in the light of clinical practice. It will be a boon to candidates for the MRCOG, who all ought to possess a copy. Moreover, it may well save them the expense of attending a course, for they may be sure that their lecturers will use this as a source book for their material. All those, also, for whom the literature has become too mountainous and who have given up the unequal struggle with a pile of journals and books have a chance to get back into the race after reading Mr Lewis's book. He has selected and summarized all the more important papers of the last few years. His assiduity is phenomenal and many will be grateful to him.
There is virtually nothing to be criticized. The author set himself a task which has been adequately and well completed. The style is clear and the matter well presented. Only the chapter on gynecological endocrinology lacks coherence and is hard to read; perhaps this is in the nature of the subject, which may need a book on its own. Mr Lewis might put us in his debt again by writing it. PHILIP 
RHODES
Hydronephrosis by James C Anderson OBE TD FRCS pp 92 illustrated 24s London: William Heinemann Medical Books 1964 This book is a short monograph of 92 pages by a surgeon who has had a great experience of hydronephrosis and particularly of plastic operations for its relief. After an interesting chapter on the history of hydronephrosis and the early methods of treatment, there is a chapter dealing with clinical, structural and functional researches. The different types of hydronephrosis are described. The author believes that polar vessels are the major causal factor in many unilateral cases; in other cases a neuromuscular abnormality must be the cause. In the next chapter the symptoms are fully described and particular attention is drawn to their great variety. He found that heematuria occurred in one-fifth of the patients and was the symptom most important after pain, which is the commonest symptom. Current operative procedures are described in detail, emphasis being mainly placed on the procedures advocated by Foley, Culp, Davis, Stewart and Oldham. The plastic operation associated with the author's name (Anderson-Hynes operation) is described in detail; he re-emphasizes what has been one of the author's most important contributions to the plastic operation, namely that the anastomosis is not splinted and the kidney is not drained. A high percentage of good clinical results are recorded. A further chapter gives in detail the small number of bad results, some of which required nephrectomy.
This book should be on the shelves of every urologist, for it contains a summary of a lifetime's experience of dealing with nearly 200 cases of hydronephrosis. There is a very good list of references. The book is produced well and the illustrations are good and relevant. LESLIE N PYRAH Parasitism An introduction to Parasitology and Immunology for students of Biology, Veterinary Science, and Medicine by J F A Sprent ppx+145 22s6d London: Baillire, Tindall & Cox 1963 This is not a book on parasitology (of which there are many excellent and modern volumes) but on parasitism; it might equally have been entitled 'Basic Immunology for Parasitologists', because parasitology as such scarcely enters into the author's scheme. He excludes commensalism and predation from his survey, because neither of these associations gives rise to immunity, in the sense that the outside agent never gets inside the 'skin' of the host, but is merely incidental to its existence. On the other hand he broadens his viewpoint in including bacteria, viruses and fungi as well as animal parasites in his analysis, which is the only logical approach. After an introduction on host-parasite relationships, the major portion of the book deals with immunity, and considers this subject under the usual two headingsnatural and acquired immunity. A very clear account is given of the nature of antigens, the antibody response and the mechanism of its action, including a discussion on the site of antibody formation. A lucid exposition is given of the mode of formation of antibodies, discarding the 'template' theory in favour of Burnet's explanation of how antibodies can continue to be produced after the disappearance of the antigen, by the retention or 'memory' of the process in the nuclei of the relevant cells, after a genetic change. The author follows the current view that only a single antibody exists, which has, however, many facets; and that there is no true distinction between sterile immunity and premunition. The second and third parts of the book are shorter and concern the immunological concept of 'self' and 'not self' (or foreignness) as applied to 'homoparasites' (grafts, feetuses and tumours), and these are followed by a general synthesis of the imaginative and provocative ideas which the author has expressed in the earlier chapters. This is a most stimulating book, short yet not condensed, and light yet full of interest. This volume, one of the most popular in the Recent Advance series, went through 13 editions in twenty-eight years, but the last was twelve years ago. This is a long gap and in the new edition the book has been recast. The physician and the biochemist are joined by an academic clinician and the book is compiled by a total of 17 authors. The scope of medicine has increased so greatly, even since the last edition, that this is probably inevitable. Many of the growing points are reviewed by active workers in the field whose knowledge and approach are modern. The authors, more than half of whom are, or have recently been, attached to the Royal Free Hospital, are all relatively young. They have compiled a well written, up-to-date review which will be of great use to general physicians, specialists wanting to keep up with advances in other fields, examination candidates and enquiring senior students. The profusion of references greatly increases its value.
The book is well illustrated and nicely produced (except for the tiny print of the index). The editors, contributors and publishers are to be congratulated on their achievement. The essence of this work is to apply mathematical analysis to the study of cell dynamics in bone. The concept is original and it should serve as a useful guide to those interested in this form of investigation but, owing to the advanced mathematics involved, it is unlikely to be of much use to the clinician.
RAYMOND FARROW

